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Local Farmers Markets celebrate resiliency 

during National Farmers Market Week Aug. 1-7 
 
Markets across the state and country - and locally in northern Michigan - are celebrating National 
Farmers Market Week from Aug. 1-7 to mark their resiliency to continue to serve their communities 
during trying times. As part of that resiliency, the Health Department of Northwest Michigan has 
launched a Market Champion program to promote the use of SNAP and Bridge cards at local markets as 
well as demonstrate healthy recipes from fresh foods found at local markets. 
 
During a global pandemic, farmers markets - like other small businesses - had to be innovative to 
continue operations for the farmers and communities that depend on them. Market managers have 
been at the forefront of adapting rapid solutions and innovating to protect staff, customers and the 
community. When conventional food supply chains failed at the start of the pandemic, farmers markets 
and local food systems clearly displayed the resiliency of short supply chains and interest in local foods 
spiked nationwide.  
 
Michigan markets adapted to keep customers safe, with more than 250 market managers, volunteers, 
vendors, and others participating in COVID-19 townhall webinars hosted by the Michigan Farmers 
Market Association (MIFMA). The townhalls were just one example of the ways MIFMA staff helped 
markets respond to the pandemic and keep shoppers and vendors safe, totaling more than 550 hours of 
COVID response staff time invested. Now, farmers markets are honoring another year of building 
resilience in their communities and bringing people together.  
 
National Farmers Market Week is an annual celebration of farmers markets recognized by the Farmers 
Market Coalition, with Michigan efforts supported by MIFMA. This year, National Farmers Market Week 
celebrations focus on the essential role farmers markets play in our local food systems and in developing 
local resilience in communities as hubs for connection. 
 
"2020 was not an easy year, but we know farmers, market managers, and MIFMA staff and board 
members are no strangers to hard work and overcoming challenges," said Amanda Shreve, executive 
director of MIFMA. "As we celebrate 2021's National Farmers Market Week, we've already seen the 
strength, resiliency and hope we share as a farmers market community, and know our markets will 
continue to positively impact their communities long beyond this week." 
 
In Michigan, nearly 240 farmers markets serve their communities by increasing food access, often in 
areas where grocery options are scarce, and by supporting small businesses. In 2020 alone, 152 markets 
accepted SNAP Bridge and P-EBT Cards including 25 new sites, generating more than $1 million annually 
in farm revenue and creating access to nutritious fruits and vegetables for Michigan’s most vulnerable 
families.  
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The Health Department of Northwest Michigan partners with five markets within our health department 
jurisdiction who participate with SNAP & Double Up Food Bucks. These markets include the Boyne City 
Farmers Market, the Charlevoix Farmers Market, the Downtown Petoskey Farmers Market, the 
Mancelona Farmers Market, and the Downtown Gaylord Farmers Market. Each of these markets also 
accepts WIC Project Fresh and Senior Project Fresh, which provide produce vouchers for qualifying 
young families and seniors to spend at the markets. 
 
SNAP (Supplemental Nutrition Access Program) also known as EBT or Bridge Cards in Michigan allow 
food assistance participants to shop at participating farmers markets. Many markets also participate 
with Double Up Food Bucks, which allows SNAP and P-EBT shoppers to double their SNAP dollars up to 
$50 to be spent on vegetables, fruits, herbs, and plants that produce food.  
 
“Farmers Markets can support access to fresh, local, healthy food for families who may not otherwise be 
able to afford it. Farmers directly benefit from the sales of their products, which keeps those dollars 
local, so it is a win-win-win,” said Lynne DeMoor, MS, RDN, Community Health Coordinator and 
Nutritionist with the Health Department of Northwest Michigan.  
 
DeMoor and two colleagues serve as Market Champions, providing recipes, tips, ideas, and food 
demonstrations at five local markets. Look for health department Market Champions at your local 
farmers market to learn more. Follow the Health Department of Northwest Michigan on Facebook to 
view additional Farmers Market Week information.  
 
CUTLINE: 
Lynne DeMoor, Community Health Coordinator/Nutritionist and Market Champion, speaks to Wendy 
Viles of Petoskey (left) and Michelle Ford of Central Lake about tips and recipes to promote the 
purchase of produce at the Downtown Petoskey Farmers Market.  
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